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Sedimentological data are used to reconstruct palecalled upon is needed. While a great deal of angst is
exposed here, most of the volume chapters demonstrate oenvironmental records and consider archaeological

the utility of playing the archaeologically manifestedsequences in several areas of the world. These include
cultural landscape against this modeled physical land- contributions by Paul Goldberg and Ofer Bar-Yosef on
scape in an effort to learn both about the inadequacies the Levant; V N. Misra on Rajasthan (India); Marieof the determination and also the nature of the cultural Agnes Courty on the Ghaggar Plain (India); and A. E.
Dodonov on central Asian Tajikistan.
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mologically sophisticated counterpoint to GIS applications by North American authors. This refreshing volume will find use in dusty academic classrooms, gov-

ernment cubicles where management decisions are
hatched and implemented, and the ozone-rich lairs of
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Ancient Peoples and Landscapes. EILEEN JOHNSON,
editor. Museum of Texas Tech University, Lubbock,

Two papers focus on the paleoenvironment of west-

ern Texas. In a benchmark work, Vance T. Holliday
develops an elegant model of Late Quaternary environmental variation on the southern High Plains that incor-

porates precipitation and ground-water patterns. The
model accounts for the diverse and often seemingly
contradictory stratigraphic evidence from the region's

draws, dunes, and playas. C. Reid Ferring examines

Late Quaternary environmental change and
Paleoindian occupation from a single site perspective,
using data from the Aubrey Clovis site on the Texas
Gulf coastal plain.
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Two papers examine New World Pleistocene palebounds, a problem common to Festschrift volumes,
ontology. The role humans may have played in the terwhich is essentially what this book is. There will be few

minal Pleistocene faunal extinctions in Argentina scientists
is
interested in Quaterary paleoenvironments
considered by Gustavo G. Politis, Jose L. Prado, and
or related human responses who will not find informaRoelf P. Beukens. Joaquin Arroyo-Cabrales and Eileen
tive papers. At the same time, it is likely that few posJohnson reinterpret the fossil assemblage from San
sess scholarly interests and expertise to take advantage
Josecito Cave, northeastern Mexico, based on recent
of the entire volume. With notable exceptions (e.g.,
excavations and a reassessment of materials collected

Meltzer, Olsen, Kamminga, Wendland), the papers are

more than 50 years earlier.

written for a specialist audience. Together, they do not

Using a differently calculated mitochondrial DNA
comprise, as Johnson suggests in the preface, a "primer
lineage survival rate and an analysis of facial geometry
on the global status of Quaternary studies" (p. xi), if by
of premodern Homo specimens, Geoffrey Popeprimer
and is meant an introduction.

Michael J. Williams cast doubt on the popular "Eve
Treatment is uneven. Certain papers are synthetic
Hypothesis." They argue that certain modern features
(e.g., Goldberg and Bar-Yosef, Wendland, Holliday) or
appeared first in Asia and conclude that modern human
make important general theoretical or methodological
variation is most likely the product of hybridization
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previously isolated, morphologically distinctive popuMeltzer, Lyman, E. Williams), and these will be of
lations with roots in the Early Pleistocene.
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These criticisms aside, it is fair to say that this book
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essential for progress in the field. This effort must be
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commended. Readers interested in Quaternary palePaleolithic bone artifacts from Longtan Cave in oenvironments,
the
earth scientists in particular, will find
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much of this volume to be of interest. Others may have
Paleolithic sites and Late Pleistocene paleoecology
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facts; and Johan Kamminga on late Holocene occupaCahokia's Countryside: Household Archaeology,

Settlement Patterns, and Social Power. MARK W
tion of the Snowy Mountains of southeastern Australia,
with predictions about the possible nature of an earlier
MEHRER. Northern Illinois University Press, DeKalb,
Pleistocene archaeological record.
1995. xvii + 213 pp., figures, tables, references cited,
From the Western hemisphere, Luis Borrero proindex. $29.00 (paper).
vides an overview of the prehistory of Patagonia and
Tierra del Fuego, and Lee Lyman compares artiodactyl
Reviewed by Timothy R. Pauketat, State University of
New York-Buffalo.
butchering patterns exhibited by assemblages from

coastal and inland sites in Washington State, as a point
of departure for considering the present methodological
The deployment of heavy machinery in "American
and ethnoarchaeological limitations on accounting
for
Bottom"
archaeology has meant that entire householdthe considerable variability in butchering evidence.
In and community plans have been recovered from
cluster
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